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This module will provide an overview of the immunisation process. 
The program will address concepts and knowledge relevant to the field, 
including the history and development of vaccines, the immunisation 
schedule, and guidelines for administering immunisations.

The module will discuss:

- History of vaccines
- Types of vaccines
- The National Immunisation Program (schedule)
- Pre-immunisation (including cold chain)
- Vaccine side effects
- Consent process
- Injection technique and sites of administration
- Post vaccination

After choosing to specialise in 
Immunisation in 2003, Ms Sonja Elia 
became Victoria’s first Nurse Practitioner 
in the field of Immunisation.  She has a 
particular interest in vaccine hesitancy, 
special risk groups, needle phobia and 
immunisation education.  Sonja has 
received multiple awards and is a current 
member of the Immunisation Coalition.  
She holds honorary positions with the 
University of Melbourne Department 
of General Practice and the Murdoch 
Children’s Research Institute.
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